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A young boy was stargazing with his father one night and his son asked him, 
    “Dad, how does a star make light?” 
“Well,” said the father, “I’m really not sure.” 
     “I heard,” the boy continued, “that the light of a star takes thousands of  
          years to get here to earth and by the time we see it, it’s already gone.       
             Is that true, dad.” 
“Gee son,” the father said, “that might be true. I just don’t know for sure.” 
       “I saw a show on TV that said there might be other universes, Dad. 
            Are there?” the boy asked. 
“Son,” the father said, “I’m afraid I don’t know a whole lot about it.” 
The boy sat there for a moment and then said,  
    “Dad, I hope you don’t mind me asking all these questions.” 
“Not at all, son” said the father, “How else will you ever learn anything?” 
 
After this, no one had the courage to ask him any more questions.  
    I used to think that this line was fascinating:  
      Why were these people afraid of Jesus?  
 Why were they afraid to ask him any more questions? 
 
I used to think that, until I started teaching. 
    You see, I never minded if my students asked me questions. 
      Questions are one of the ways that the students learn. 
 In fact, I think that every teacher would agree that a good teacher  
      wants his or her students to ask questions.  
However, I have discovered that every now and then a student asks questions  
    not to try to learn, but to see if he or she can expose a teacher’s weakness. 
An extremely intelligent student might ask a question 
    that he or she knows the answer to 
      just as a test to see how much the teacher really knows.  
 
This is the type of question that our gospel reading refers to  
    when it says that after Jesus answered the young man,  
        no one had the courage to ask him any more questions. 
People could not trap Jesus, because they knew that he understood far more 
    about what he was teaching than they could ever grasp.  
 
Jesus had just answered the main question that was debated by ancient Jewish  



    scholars,   What is the most important thing that I have to do to serve God? 
            What is the first commandment?  
              What is the one thing that, if I do this,  
I don't have to worry about missing any of the other commandments?  
 
The exchange we heard doesn’t seem hostile. 
   In fact, it is one of the few exchanges between Jesus and a scribe,  
     that isn’t some sort of trap for Jesus… 
 
I would hold out that this scribe really was one of those students  
    who just wanted to learn from Jesus. 
The rest, those afraid to ask him any more questions, 
    Were those who were trying to trick him, 
       Those who might have been, at another time, trying to trap him. 
 
But the answer to the scribe’s question is worthy of our reflection. 
  
If I were to ask you today: How do you love your neighbor?  
   I would get a variety of answers:  
      For example you might say:  Feeding the hungry, clothing the naked,  
  visiting the lonely, surprising someone who is down in the dumps with flowers,  
      reading a book to a child, pulling over to help a stranded motorist, 
 welcoming new neighbors, visiting someone in a hospital or nursing home,  
     helping someone cope with loss or tragedy.  
The answers to that question come quite freely. 
    It’s easy to come up with answers even if they are not things we do ourselves. 
 
On the other hand, how about the question: How do you love God? 
     The answers may not come to mind as easily.  
        Do you love God by praying?  
            Do you love God by kneeling for a long time?  
                Do you love God by appreciating a sunset?  
                     Do you love God by burning incense and chanting psalms?  
             Do you love God by tuning into Christian radio or watching EWTN? 
         Do you love God by drawing a beautiful picture of a scene from the Bible?  
Do you love God by suffering though a homily? 
 
I suspect that the love of God could be found in every one of these actions; 
    but it seems that if we are to look at Jesus’ answer to the question  
     about the greatest commandment:  



      we need to see a connection between love of God and neighbor. 
For Jesus, the most immediate way to love God is to love a neighbor 
      and many times this is not an obvious connection. 
 
Jesus’ whole life was built on this theme:  
    Who are the people in the world who are hurting and what can I do about it? 
 
And it would seem if we are to be his followers, 
    we need to ask that same question: 
        Who are the people who are hurting around me and what can I do about it? 
 
Jesus told the scribes and the Pharisees in no uncertain terms: 
   Love of God and Love of Neighbor go hand in hand…. 
And that is his message to us. 
 
Put another way, Jesus’ message is this: Show me what you do for others 
    And you’ll show me how much you love God. 
 
 
 


